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“Aliens Invade!” Questions 
 

      1.  What are invasive species?  
a. plants or animals that constantly move from one environment to 

another 
b. plants or animals that leave an environment when they are 

unable to survive in it 
c. plants or animals brought into an environment that crowd out 

native plants or animals 
d. plants or animals brought into an environment that help native 

plants or animals survive 
 
      2.  The text lists and describes four different invasive species. Based on 

information in the text, what kind of effect did red fire ants and zebra 
mussels have on their new habitats? 

a. a negative effect 
b. a positive effect 
c. both positive and negative effects 
d. mainly a positive effect with some negative effects 

 
      3.  Why were cane toads brought to Australia?  

a. to eat a lot of native wildlife 
b. to eat beetles that were killing crops 
c. to increase the populations of invasive species in Australia 
d. to decrease the populations of invasive species in Australia 

 
      4.  Read the following sentences from the text: 
 

“People move animals and plants all over the world. When a plant or an 
animal from one region starts living somewhere else, it can become an 
invasive species in its new habitat. Check out some of the more 
troublesome globetrotters.” 
 
Why does the author use the word “globetrotters” to refer to invasive 
species? 

 
a. because they travel from one place to another 
b. because they crowd out native plants or animals 
c. because they usually sail aboard trips on their way to new 

environments 
d. because they tend to kill other species  
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      5.  Compare the effects of kudzu and cane toads on their environments. Use 
evidence from the text to support your answer. 

 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________________________ 
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“Aliens Invade!” Answer Sheet 
 

EI     1. What are invasive species?  
a. plants or animals that constantly move from one environment to 

another 
b. plants or animals that leave an environment when they are 

unable to survive in it 
c. plants or animals brought into an environment that crowd 

out native plants or animals 
d. plants or animals brought into an environment that help native 

plants or animals survive 
 
C/E    2. The text lists and describes four different invasive species. Based on 

information in the text, what kind of effect did red fire ants and zebra 
mussels have on their new habitats? 

a. a negative effect 
b. a positive effect 
c. both positive and negative effects 
d. mainly a positive effect with some negative effects 

 
C/E    3. Why were cane toads brought to Australia?  

a. to eat a lot of native wildlife 
b. to eat beetles that were killing crops 
c. to increase the populations of invasive species in Australia 
d. to decrease the populations of invasive species in Australia 

 
VC     4. Read the following sentences from the text: 
 

“People move animals and plants all over the world. When a plant or 
an animal from one region starts living somewhere else, it can become 
an invasive species in its new habitat. Check out some of the more 
troublesome globetrotters.” 
 
Why does the author use the word “globetrotters” to refer to invasive 
species? 

 
a. because they travel from one place to another 
b. because they crowd out native plants or animals 
c. because they usually sail aboard trips on their way to new 

environments 
d. because they tend to kill other species  


